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When Selecting Breeding Stock
Jerry Peterson Wants It All

J

j. david nichols
Seventeen years and thousands of
feeder calves ago, Nichols Farms and
the Creston Livestock Auction started
selling genetic source verified feeder
calves. A few weeks before the sale,
owner Dick Myers passed away at
the age of 49. Because this sale was
a dream of Dick’s, his wife, Carole,
agreed to host the first Nichols Genetic
Source sale. It was a great success.
Shortly thereafter, she sold the business to Tom and Leisa Frey. We were
the first potential clients they called
on. And the first words out of Tom’s
mouth were, “We want to continue the
Nichols Genetic Source Sales.”
I regretted missing the recent sale
because of my commitment to speak
at the Nebraska Cattlemen’s Association’s Annual meeting. I didn’t want to
miss seeing the record-setting prices.
Orv and Liz Hetzler’s calves set the
pace again with their 906 lb. steers
(calved in March) selling for $15700
cwt. Their 796 lb. steers weren’t far
behind at $16650. Their pot load of 768
lb. heifers fetched $16075.
The rest of the story is a tragic one.
I was alone at the office when my cell
phone rang. It was Ross. His message
was short. “I’ve terrible news! Tom and
Leisa’s sons, T.J. (11) and Nathan (9),
drowned when they fell through the ice
on a farm pond last night.”
Neither of us spoke for a full minute,
then I said, “We’ll wait and do what’s
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by Bob Hough

erry Peterson of X9 Ranch, Gothenburg, Nebraska, represents the fourth
generation of their diversified operation. He works with his son and his
brother and his brother’s son. They
run about 450 cows, farm 1,500 acres
and custom drill water wells, mainly for
ranches and farms. The ranch was settled
in 1884 by his great grandfather, and he is
proud that the sixth generation of Petersons will soon be old enough to start working on the operation.
According to Jerry, “Although we all
help each other out, we break the operation down into areas of responsibility. My
son Travis and I take care of the cattle and
farming, and my brother Dean and his son
Mark are in charge of the well drilling.”
With so much work to be done, Jerry still
has his priorities straight putting faith and
family ahead of the ranching enterprise.
“We have had some health issues on both
sides of our family that has really clarified
this. Money cannot buy you health. That is
one reason I like visiting with Dave (Nichols) so much, because we share the same values on a host of topics,” Jerry emphasizes.
They also share a passion for genetics.
“Ever since I graduated from University of
Nebraska in 1969, I have been interested
in genetics. Luckily, after I served a stint
in the Army, my dad pretty much gave
me free reign over setting up the breeding
program for the cow herd. I tried a lot of
things, from straight breeding to complicated crossbreeding schemes and made my
fair share of mistakes. In the early 1990’s,
I settled on composites as the best way to
go,” said Jerry. That is because he is a firm
believer in heterosis. He especially likes
the improved fertility, longevity and production of a crossbreed cow.
He thinks that a three-quarter British
cow with one-quarter Continental is ideal
for his operation, and really likes the base
of his program to be Angus and South
Devon. Jerry explained, “The Angus gives
us the maternal traits we want, and the
South Devon has the muscling of a Continental breed but marbles like an Angus.
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The nice thing about using composites is
we can manage them like a straight breeding program and still retain 65 percent of
the heterosis,” Jerry explained.
As for priorities when selecting breeding
stock, Jerry says, “We want it all, but it all
starts with a live calf. Therefore cattle must
breed up and calve without difficulty.” In
typical years that is exactly what they do
with a 90 percent calf crop per cow exposed. Although they place closer attention
to heifers, the cows have to do it on their
own. “Last year we put chains on (pulled)
two calves, otherwise they do it on their
own. Especially because the vast majority
of our cows calve in April and early May
when we are busy farming. We just don’t
have two hours to get a cow in and give her
assistance. With the heifers, we do keep
them closer to home where we have facilities in case they need help.”
The cows also have to make a living on
the low cost feedstuffs. They graze on
eight sections of native grass in the Sandhills and winter on corn stalks. They feed
when it becomes bitter cold or they have
— Continued on page three
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best for Tom and Leisa.”
At our Monday morning breakfast/staff
meeting, Ross said “they’re going ahead
with the sale, because several area sale
barns (who are in direct competition) with
Creston Livestock Auction are going to
manage the sale, recruit auctioneers, and
furnish their staff to get it done.”
Sale barns from Kentucky, Kansas,
Oklahoma, Missouri and Iowa participated. Plus two World Champion Auctioneers, and the Livestock Marketing Association (LMA), were there (see picture
below) when a steer entered the ring.
But this was no ordinary calf. He was
donated by the Unionville Livestock
Market. 100% of the sale proceeds would
go to the T. J. and Nathan Frey Memorial
Fund for the St. Malachy school where
the Frey lads were students.
The calf sold for $3500 and was donated back to be sold again. Over and
over, the calf was sold, donated back and
resold. Eventually the folks on the seats
just called out their name and the amount
of their contribution. Bids started coming
in by cell phones pledging to the roll-over
calf auction. Ross called me on my cell
phone and we added Nichols Farms to
the list. Phyllis said “This was one of the
easiest checks I’ve ever written.” When the
fund-raising portion of the sale was over,
$53,000 had been raised.
The best part— when good people suffer
adversity, there are lots of ordinary cowpokes who will open their pocketbooks to
help those who are suffering.
The Freys have done much more than
open their pocketbooks to help troubled
youth in their community. They opened
both their hearts and home to unfortunate children. It started when a friend of
their daughter wanted Tom and Leisa to
adopt her. Before the bureaucratic paper
work was completed, she was adopted
by another family. So they adopted three
young boys; T. J. (five), Nathan (four), and
Corey, (one).
Tom and Leisa Frey are ordinary
extraordinary human beings. Without a
doubt— there will be a special place in
heaven for them.

Handy Tips
To Prepare
For Calving
Season
Dr. Jody Wade

W

ith spring calving season just
around the corner, now is the time
to evaluate your beef cows and
heifers to help make the calving season go
smoother and set your herd up for success
in the next breeding season.

Body Condition

It is important for cows to maintain a body
condition score (BCS) between 4.5 and
5.5 during the final trimester. A higher
body condition score allows for improved
calving ease, along with higher quality
colostrum. First-calf heifers should have
a BCS of 5.5 to 6 before calving, because
they won’t add body condition after calving while still trying to grow, providing
milk and preparing to rebreed.

Vaccinations

Entering the third trimester, you should
consider vaccinating with a killed-virus
vaccine to boost immunity for the main
viruses. You could also consider a clostridial vaccination at this time. The immune response developed from the vaccination forms antibodies that pass from
cow to calf through the colostrum. I encourage you to work with your local veterinarian to develop a health program that
fits your management style and regional
disease challenges.

Calving Time

Don’t wait until you have problems to develop a plan. I always recommend to have
the following items ready before calving
season.
l
l
l
l
l
l

Clean calving area
Functioning calf jack
Obstetric chains
Plastic or latex gloves
Lights for nighttime calving
Local veterinarian’s phone #

You need to have patience when heifers
or cows begin calving. You don’t want
to intervene too quickly because cervical dilation may not be complete and you
can accidentally tear the cervix or uterus.
There is also the chance of breaking the
calf’s ribs or a leg if we are too aggressive
too early.
After the placental membranes appear,
you should expect to see the front hooves
followed by the nose shortly. If everything
goes well, a cow should be done calving in
10 to 30 minutes. Heifers are a different
story, but they should still calve within one
to three hours after the placental membranes appear.
If you see the hooves facing upward, then
you have a breech birth and you should
contact your veterinarian immediately.
After the calf arrives, make sure the calf
consumes at least one quart of colostrum
within six hours of birth. This is a good
time to make sure the calf is getting up
and around without any motor function
problems.
To get off to a really good start the calf
should consume three quarts of colostrum
within the first 24 hours of life.
A little planning now goes a long ways
toward a trouble-free calving season and
prevents problems before they start.

By Dr. Jody Wade
Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica, Inc.
Professional Services Veterinarian

Walt Glynn - Tom and Leisa Frey - Cory Schultz - Bill Goehring - Justin Abell - Lanny Ireland - Randy Gibson - Jay Romine Charley Cummings - Bub Hoskins - Joe Wright - Darwin West - Curt and Heather Sporleder - John Schuler - Gary Bailey
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—Peterson, from page one
explained Jerry.
As for composite genetic
deep snow as well as the
inputs, they started with
beginning of calving seaRangemakers from Monson. According to Jerry,
tana in the 1990’s before
“They go to grass the first
switching to Nichols’ comof May on some pasture
posites in early 2000’s.
we have close to the home
“I really like the Nichols
place because the Sandhills
bulls because they have
pasture isn’t ready till about
full EPDs, ultra-sounded
the first of June.” They try
and genomically tested for
to maximize the use of the
color and horned/polled.
grass they have by followOur priorities are calving
ing a strict rotational grazease and pay weight, but we
ing system made up of secJerry and Travis Peterson need trouble free cattle
don’t need the highest pertion (640 acre) lots.
They background their calves till they market them in January formance cattle in the world due to our feed inputs. I buy all my
fully preconditioned. The calves must be managed to avoid them bulls sight unseen relying on Ross Havens to pick them out. He
from getting fleshy because that hurts their marketability since knows what we like and does a good job for us. I pretty much choose
most of the people who buy them will run the calves through a my cattle based on EPDs because they are the best measure of a bull’s
stocker phase by going back to grass. “We always top the market true genetic value. Some of our cattle might not have the prettiest
with our calves and if we don’t we are right near the top. Buyers heads, but you don’t eat the head,” Jerry said, tongue in cheek.
Jerry summarizes his operation as low cost and profitable, and he
tell us they really like their performance and how they hang on
the rail, but it is awfully hard to get data back in this segmented very much looks forward to the sixth generation joining the ranch.
Still, he emphasizes his priorities of faith, family, and then busiindustry.”
To get a better idea of where their cattle were in terms of feedlot ness. He needs low input cattle that are capable of doing it on their
and grid performance, the Peterson’s fed a load of cattle last year. own with all the economically important traits. “Although we run
“We were very pleased. They converted well and did really well 450 cows with all we have to do it is almost a sideline. We need
on the grid. We had 94 percent Choice or better with 57 percent trouble free cattle that are highly marketable. The breeding stock
Yield Grade 1 & 2’s. We keep our cattle black so they are eligible we buy from Nichols Farms is getting the job done on all fronts.”
for CAB, and on that load we had 48 percent CAB and Prime,”

Northeast Iowa Community College Visit Nichols Farms

The Northeast Iowa Community College (NICC) Science Students appreciated seeing your impressive facilities and livestock. We learned a lot of valuable information from your expertise that we can take home to our farms.

Your enthusiasm for young people and the beef industry is
exceptional. Leaders like you inspire people. Your time and
effort have made a difference in the lives of young people and
we can’t thank you enough!
by Nate Gebel, Agriculture Management Instructor
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Five Fair - Fast - Easy Steps To Buy Nichols Bulls

Cowboys
Yo u Ca n

Count On

1.

As soon as you arrive at Nichols Farms (Iowa) register
for your buyer’s # and get the bulls’ performance
records, EPDs, genomic profiles and ultra-sound data.

2.

Bulls will be penned by breed, by performance, and
by price. A selector board will be posted by each pen
with the tag/brand # of each bull in that pen.

3.

At 1:30 PM the first selections will be made in buyer
number order. Take the card that matches the bull(s)
tag # you wish to buy.

4.

In case another person selects a bull that you want
to buy — you (and others) have the opportunity to
Dave Nichols - Selector Board
bid on that bull. You will bid in $50 increments against
the person who initially pulled that card. If the person who pulled the card does not want to raise your
(and others’) bids, he or she has the opportunity to make another selection before any other bulls
are selected from that pen. Nichols Farms representatives will be at each Selector Board to answer
questions and conduct the bidding. The only bidding will be between the people who want to buy the
same bull on which a card has been pulled from the Selector Board.

5.

When you make your bull(s) selection, write your name, address, and phone # on the card and
give it to Lillian or Phyllis Nichols at the office.

For Sale: Superior Beef Genetics
from : Nichols Farms - Iowa

Angus - Simmental - Composites
✦ 100 open heifer calves (Purebred, Hybrid & Composite).... $1250-$1650
✦ 350 Yearling Bulls ........................................................................see page 6

from : Nichols Genetic Source Partners

B

art Mostaert joined Nichols Farms
in 1981. He is the foreman for the
cow herd, yearling heifers, and bred
heifers. This involves about 1300 cows
and 225 bred heifers grazing in over 40
separate pastures. The bulk of these will
be A.I. bred with the exception of the two
year old heifers with calves at side and
several remote pastures where Hybrids
and Composites are being produced.
This year, four elite South Devon cows
will be flushed to improve the pure lines
which produce DX Hybrids and Composites. Bart will be the key person in this
endeavor.
Bart is an Adair County Fair Board
member, Past President of the Adair
County Cattlemen’s Association and is
active in political livestock issues.
He enjoys golfing, fishing, and attending athletic events. Bart and his wife Jill
live near the Nichols Headquarters.

✦ 70 Composite bred heifers - Nichols CE bulls ultra-sound calving date (IA)

✦ Check out the full listing at— www.nicholsfarms.biz

Buying or Selling Your
Cattle?

We can help!

Call-- Ross Havens
office: 641-369-2829
cell: 641-745-5241
rossh@nicholsfarms.biz

Nichols Named LPC Headliner for 2014
J. David Nichols, managing partner of
Nichols Farms, LTD, Bridgewater, Iowa,
has been named the recipient of the 2014
Livestock Publications Council (LPC)
Headliner Award. The LPC Headliner
Award salutes an individual for meritorious service to the livestock industries.
Nichols and his family developed their
Iowa operation into one of America’s premier beef genetics suppliers. From the
original 240-acre farm, Nichols Farms has

grown into the nation’s fifth largest seedstock producer, with full-service genetics
provided through operations in five states.
Nichols believes that research and development are essential and Nichols Farms
has participated in many research projects
with various universities
As recipient of LPC’s Headliner Award, a
plaque honoring Dave will be hung in the
LPC Hall of Honor at the American Royal
in Kansas City, MO.
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------------------------------------- IOWA

2188 Clay Ave. - Bridgewater, IA 50837
office......................................... 641-369-2829
website......................... www.nicholsfarms.biz

----------------------------------ILLINOIS

9969 St. Route 3 - Red Bud, IL 62278
cell............................................ 618-980-2262
email................................. wcangus@aol.com

------------------------------- MISSOURI

61 NW 80th Lane - Lamar, MO 64756
Russ Massa.............................. 417-214-0290
email....................... russmassa@hotmail.com
website.........................www.nicholsbulls.com

----------------------------- WISCONSIN

349 Hwy M - Coloma, WI 54930
office......................................... 608-339-9869
email............................bula9696@yahoo.com

Ronda Driskill
Livestock Feed
Specialist
ADM Alliance
Nutrition, Inc

M

Efficiency in the
Cow’s Rumen

any aids are available to
help grow cattle efficiently and to optimize beef
production. Ionophores
and AminoGain® are just
a couple nutritional aids which have
been proven to enhance efficiency.
While these are frequently used in
the feedlot, the cow herd should also
be managed to enhance efficiency.
One way to accomplish this is to
maximize efficiency of rumen function or balance protein supplementation to the cow. When provided adequate nitrogen in the rumen, microbes
are able to efficiently grow and reproduce, enabling cows to consume more
and/or to more fully digest forage and
to also provide protein to meet cow
needs for maintenance of body tissues
and reproduction along with maintaining body condition score.
Protein supplements are available
in many forms and packages. Natural
sources of protein for microbial use
(soybean meal, cottonseed meal,
sunflower meal) may not always be

available or cost-effective. Biuret and
urea are non-protein nitrogen (NPN)
sources that supply nitrogen to rumen
microbes which enable better, more
efficient digestion of forages. Rumen
microbes supply bacterial protein
to the cow, which is absorbed in the
small intestine.
Many ADM and MoorMan’s®
branded products utilize biuret as an
NPN source. Biuret is a slow release
form of nitrogen which does not
release a large surge of ammonia that
could be harmful to the cow.
By catering to the rumen microbe
needs via biuret supplementation,
cows are better able to maintain or
increase body condition while grazing low protein grass or cornstalks.
Supplementing with higher protein
supplements (30% protein or higher)
has resulted in 14.8% more forage
digestion compared to non-supplemented cattle.
Even supplementing cows with an
energy product containing low protein (such as corn), forage digestion
decreased 25% compared to non-supplemented cattle. This was due to an
imbalanced diet in which the rumen
microbes were not provided proper
nutrition.
How do you determine when your
cattle need supplementation? Look at
the manure pats, cattle behavior, grazing patterns and performance . . . all
of which can give you an indication
if cows are satisfied and getting what
they need.
To learn more about ADM Alliance
Nutrition beef products and programs, go to www.admani.com

LETTERS

from you

From Brian R. Schwager, Maquoketa, IA
Please pass the word to Justin Stiens that
DXZ012 is exactly how he described him in
comparison to the bull I purchased last year.
I am very satisfied with the bull. This is only
the second bull I have ever purchased sight
unseen. If it is OK with calling Justin, I would
have no problem making a third sight unseen
purchase. Thank you.
From W. Mark Hilton DVM, Purdue
University, West Lafayette, IN
Dave, I’ll buy you a beer the next time I see
you if you can name the sire of this calf. Dam
is a baldy heifer. Calf weighed 550# when
picture was taken at 5 months of age.

editors note: I give up. But, I will buy you a
beer next time I see you! Can you tell me the
sire of the animal that bent the top rail of the
gate in the back ground of the calf picture?
The calf is out of Nichols Formula U193; an
old favorite of mine. The owner has 2 cows.
Called me the day the heifer was in heat and
said “can you breed her tonight?” I had 2 straws
of U193 left from years ago and she stuck. A
fabulous calf in my opinion. He used to have
Scottish Highlanders, so go figure on the gate.
From Mary Ellen Hicks DVM, Tifton, GA
Thank you for your hospitality and kindness
on our trip to Iowa. Having the opportunity for
our students to sit down with industry professionals such as you and Ross is priceless for
their education. I know both of you made a very
positive impression on the Abraham Baldwin
Agriculture College students in our group.

CRV Global A.I. Stud
Buys Nichols Herd Bull

CRV Global Product Manager
Hayden Green left braved below
zero temperatures and blowing
snow to select a heavy muscled
growth Angus bull for their stud.
CRV has significant international market share in dairy semen and plan to increase their
beef sales, in Brazil and Australia. Ross Havens right provides
ultra-sound and EPD info.

From Willard & Susan Oleson, Greenfield, IA
Congratulations to you for the prestigious Iowa
Master Farmer Award. Your thoughtful and
innovative hard work has paid many dividends,
not only to those of us fortunate enough to live in
Adair County, but to producers and farm families
far and wide. Your recognition is well deserved.
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