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 by Terri Queck-Matzie

On a sunny early March day in 
southern Iowa the calves are com-
ing; the snow is melting; trucks 
and drivers with OC Trucking, the 

trucking company owned and operated by 
Orvil and Liz Hetzler of Moulton, are on 
the road and juggling repairs. 
 The waitress at the local café is still 
chuckling over the joke “Orvie” told 
three days ago. And Orvil is digging out a 
neighbor’s semi stuck in mud a few miles 
from his home - because Orv Hetzler is 
just that kind of guy.
 “Good cattle from good people,” says 
Tom Frey, owner and auctioneer at Creston 
Livestock Auction. “They raise some of 
the best cattle around, and nobody works 
harder at it.”
 Hetzler’s spring calves were stars of the 
Nichols Source Genetic Auction held at 
CLA last December. By the time they hit 
the sale ring, the 261 head weighed in at 
an average 805 pounds. Sixty-eight steers 
topped the scales at 905 lbs. and 61 heifers 
reached over 800 lbs., and sold for $13825   
and $13335, respectively.
 “It’s a combination of good management 
and using the best of Nichols genetics,” 
says Frey. 
 Hetzler breeds Nichols Black Simmen-
tal bulls to Angus cows. “Using the right 
bulls is the secret,” says Hetzler, who 
relies on Nichols Farms Marketing Co-
ordinator Ross Havens for bull selection. 
“They have straight-bred Black Angus 
females and they want easy calving and 
as much growth as they can get,” says Ha-
vens, “so I pair them with the Black Sim-
mental bulls. That gives them calves that 
can hit the ground and grow.”

 Orv first became acquainted with 
Nichols Farms while delivering ethanol 
distilers syrup by-product. He enjoyed the 
hospitality and iced tea, and looking at the 
cattle. So, when he needed bulls for his 
operation, he turned to Nichols. 
 All twelve of Hetzler’s bulls are now 
Nichols, and Orv and Liz enjoy the ben-
efits. “Aside from getting us a big check 
from the sale barn, they’re nice calves that 
get up and get going,” says Liz. Indeed, 
calving ease and calf vigor are two of the 
pluses of using Nichols genetics. Liz timed 
calves from the first appearance of the wa-
ter bag till the calf was sucking its mother, 
and the average time was 45 minutes. 

Big Calves and a Big Heart...
Nichols 
Genetics 
Deliver 
Both To 
Liz and Orvil Hetzler

“Get ‘em out and get ‘em big”
 is Orv’s philosophy 
Getting them up and sucking is the first 
step. From there, Orv takes over. He starts 
the calves on creep feed around mid-June, 
then feeds a ration of corn, gluten, and 
bean hulls until sale time. 

	 In	the	spring	of	1787	Thomas	Jeffer-
son	penned	a	letter	to	George	Wash-
ington	in	which	he	said,	“Agriculture	
is	our	wisest	pursuit,	because	in	the	
end		it	will	contribute	the	most	to	real	
wealth,	good	morals,	and	happiness.”	
	 The	wisdom	and	the	commitment	of	
the	founding	fathers	of	our	great	coun-
try	is	one	of	the	most	precious	gifts	that	
a	small	band	of	men	ever	gave	to	suc-
ceeding	generations	in	recorded	history.		
	 The	crowd	we’ve	elected	in	Washing-
ton	D.C.	bears	little	resemblance	to	
those	18th	century	heroes.			
	 The	cries	of	anguish	from	President	
Obama	and	Congress	about	having	to	
cut	2.7%	in	spending	because	of		the	
sequester	are	BS.	This	legislation	origi-
nated	in	the	White	House,	was	passed	
by	both	houses	of	Congress,	and	was	
signed	into	law	by	the	president.	It’s	
obvious	they	can’t	cope	with	any	reduc-
tion	in	their	life	style	or	power.		
	 We	farmers/ranchers	take	a	bigger	hit	
to	our	incomes	than	2.7%	in	two	days	
of	“limit	down”	trading	on	the	Merc.	
	 Meanwhile,	President	Obama	is	flying	
around	on	Air	Force	One	(at	$179,750	
per	hour)	crying	crocodile	tears	claim-
ing	he	had	to	stop	White	House	tours	for	
school	kids	for	lack	of	funds.		
	 I	believe	tours	and	field	trips	inspire	
and	educate	citizens,	young	and	old,	
to	think	for	themselves.	We	host	two	or	
three	tours	each	month;	and	believe	
that	instilling	curiosity	about	how	
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Dr. Joe Campbell

Joe Campbell, DVM 
Senior Veterinarian, 
Cattle Professional Services 
Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica, Inc. 

Your cows face many hurdles 
throughout the breeding season. 
And with rising input costs, it 
doesn’t pay for your cow herd to 

have open animals. That is why a vac-
cination protocol founded on a good 
modified-live virus (MLV) vaccine 
program is still the most effective way 
to help prevent reproductive diseases.
 Use a robust pre-breeding vaccination 
protocol to protect your herd against 
key reproductive disease challenges, 
including bovine viral diarrhea virus 
(BVD) Types 1 and 2, infectious bovine 
rhinotracheitis (IBR), leptospirosis, vib-
rio and trichomoniasis. 
 The advantage of using modified-live 
vaccines is getting more robust repro-
ductive label claims, including protec-
tion against losses from IBR, as well as 
protection against the development of 
calves persistently infected with BVD.
 It is important to vaccinate pre-breed-
ing to maximize protection against 
disease. Immune response occurs about 
three to four weeks after you vaccinate. 

Guard Your 
Herd against 
Reproductive 
Losses

A robust pre-breeding program saves 
you from costly reproductive diseases

That is peak protection, and it is also 
the time that most losses occur. Expo-
sure during that time means potential 
pregnancy loss from IBR, or the start of 
PI calf problems.
Killed Vaccines vs. Modified-live Vaccines
 Producers who have been vaccinating 
their herds with a killed-vaccine proto-
col should think about switching over 
to an MLV vaccine product. The switch 
has to be done prior to breeding, when 
the cow is open. One of the issues pro-
ducers run into when switching from a 
killed vaccine to an MLV is the risk of 
losing some pregnancies if they don’t 
vaccinate correctly.
 Producers who are interested in 
switching to an MLV vaccine should 
start by vaccinating their calves at 
weaning time with an MLV vaccine for 
respiratory diseases, and then incor-
porating a pre-breeding vaccine about 
30 days prior to when they are going to 
breed their heifers. 
 Pregnant cows that haven’t been vac-
cinated with an MLV vaccine labeled 
for fetal protection in the past year may 
experience reproductive problems, like 
abortions. Wait to vaccinate until the 
cow is open 30 days prior to breeding. 
 If the cows in your herd are not open 
at the same time, there is a solution. For 
the first year, I recommend producers 
segregate their cow herd until they vac-
cinate and breed them. That way, the 
cows are grouped so they are about 30 
days prior to breeding when they get 
the first MLV vaccination.

cattle	reproduce,	grow	and	produce	
good	tasting-healthy-safe	food	is	a	
good	thing.	
	 I’m	optimistic	that	many	of	these	
young	people	will	become	biologists,	
agronomists,	and	farmers/ranchers.	
Their	challenge	will	be	feeding	3	billion	
more	people	in	the	next	40	years.
	 I’ve	led	a	charmed	life	with	animal	
scientists.	Dad	let	me	skip	country	
school	for	Cattle	Feeders	Day	at		Iowa	
State	when	Dr.	Beresford	introduced	
feeding	urea.	That	was	the	start	of	a	
collaboration	with	the	best	and	the	
brightest	which	included	Dr.	Lush,	Dr.	
deBaca,	Dr.	Wilhelm,	Dr.	Cundiff,	Dr.	
Pollak,	Dr.	Quaas,	and	Dr.	Garrick.
	 Our	herd’s	performance	records	were	
the	first	to	be	calculated	on	a	main-
frame	computer.	Then	came	bull	test	
stations,	Certified	Meat	Sires,	Epds,	
Real	Time	Ultrasound,	ERTs	(economi-
cally	relevant	traits)	DNA,	and	cur-
rently	Genomic	Enhanced	Epds.
	 Today	our	herd	sires	have	DNA	
profiles	on	24	different	ERT	traits,	with	
more	to	come.	Nichols	Farms	is	“all	
in”	with	this	new	technology,	especially	
feed	efficiency.	But	we	realize,	“the	eye	
of	the	master	fattens	his	cattle.”	None	
of	this	matters	if	the	cattle	are	not	func-
tionally	sound,	adapted	to	our	fescue	
environment,	and	bring	top	dollar	at	
the	market	place.
	 I	haven’t	a	doubt	that	with	emerg-
ing	technology	we	can	feed	the	hungry	
world	and	not	only	preserve	the	soil,	but	
improve	it	with	organic	animal	nutrients.
	 My	parents	sent	CARE	packages	to	
hungry	families	in	Korea,	and	their	
tax	dollars	sent	millions	of	bushels	of	
wheat	to	India.	
	 Good	things	happen	to	good	people	
and	what	goes	around,	comes	around.	
Today	good	people	in	Asia	are	buying	
nearly	a	third	of	our	highest	quality	
American	beef.	
			Fire	up	your	pickup	and	pay	us	a	
visit.	Nichols	Farms	is	a	good	place	for	
good	people	to	see	great	cattle.

Nichols Farms’ Team 
Named Master Farmers
Nichols Farms Team Members 
have been named Iowa Master 
Farmers by Wallaces Farmer. 
  The Iowa Master Farmer Award 
was initiated in 1926 by then-
editor Henry A. Wallace. 
  Deserving Iowa farm families 
have been recognized every year 
since— with the exception of the 
Great Depression (1932-37) and 
World War II.



“Of the 60,000 head a year we see here at 
Creston Livestock Auction (CLA), Heztler’s 
260 head are as easy to sell as anybody’s,” says 
Frey, “and Nichols sired cattle are always easy 
to sell.” Frey has hosted Nichols Source Genetic 
Sales since 1999 and says people who come to 
buy know what they’re getting. “They under-
stand that Dave and his crew lead the industry 

in their efforts from birth to dinner plate,” says Frey. “They care 
about their customers. They not only make every effort to make 
the right bull-cow match for the producer. They help advertise 
and make connections with feedlots.”  
 That’s an approach that fits nicely with Frey’s, and it pays. 
“Hetzlers drive 150 miles past four or five auction markets to 
bring their calves to Creston,” says Frey, “and they do that be-
cause Nichols and CLA are full service providers.” 
 To further enhance profits for the buyer, Hetzlers age and 
source verify all stock. “It’s an expense for us, but it garners them 
a premium, so it’s worth it,” says Liz.
 For Orv, that type of service and the opportunity to sell under 
the Nichols Genetics banner is beneficial, but, he admits, “the 
calves really speak for themselves.” 
 At least that’s true in Hetzler country. Situated along State 
Highway 2, even people passing through take note of the good-
looking, fast-growing calves. “People see them and ask where 
we’re getting our bulls,” says Orv. And being the good neighbor 
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61 NW 80th Lane 
Lamar MO 64759

N i c h o l s  F a r m s
Superior Beef Genetics

Russ Massa 
417-214-0290

Darrel Kentner
417-825-3022

24 Spring Yearling Bulls
Good - $2750     Better - $3250     Best - $3750

Nichols Farms
Private Treaty Bull Sale

u  PB ANGUS  
u  PB SIMMENTAL 
u  NIchoLS SX-1 hybrid 

Sale Bull Catalog and Directions
www.nichols bulls.com

Nichols Farms  •  Missouri

u  PB ANGUS  
u  PB SIMMENTAL 
u  NIchoLS SX-1 hybrid 

Shawn Bula
cell: 608-548-0290

office: 608-339-9869      
bula9696@yahoo.com

Private Treaty Bull Sale
Nichols Farms

349  Hwy M - Coloma, WI 54930

Join Us 
for Lunch50 Yearling Bulls

Good - $2750   Better - $3250   Best - $3750

Open House Saturday, April 27

Sale Bull Catalog and Directions
www.nicholsfarms.biz

Nichols Farms  •  Wisconsin

 Tom Frey  

Liz, this calf 
will weigh 900 lbs

by this fall

I bet he 
will be closer 

to a 1,000

he is, Orv gladly tells them. Several other producers in the area 
have now purchased Nichols bulls.
 It’s likely there will be a caravan heading to the sale barn next 
December, ringing the auction bell at top dollar and putting Nich-
ols beef on the table. That caravan will be led by Orv and Liz 
Hetzler, because he’s just that kind of guy. And that’s why he and 
Nichols Farms are a perfect fit.

Orv and Liz Hetzler take pride in their cattle and  
work hard as a team to save every calf that’s born



Bill Antisdel passed away January 24. He was on the Nichols 
Team for 33 years and had been sick for two years. I thought 
he was invincible... because he always had been.  
 Bill was in charge of 500+ Angus cows at Nichols Farms.  
He inseminated them, calved them, fed them, and tagged their 
calves at birth.  He didn’t need to look at their ear tags to tell 
them apart. He knew them! Plus he knew every bull they’d 
had, and the names of the people who bought them.  If anyone 
called me (or anyone else) about Angus-- the response was 
always  the same. “Call Bill”!

Bill was also responsible for the row crops at Nichols Farms, 
including operating the equipment that planted and harvested 

them. He purchased the seed, fertilizer, insecticides, herbicides and other inputs. 
No farm machine was ever invented that had too many levers, switches or computer 
monitors that Bill couldn’t run them all simultaneously.  His eye hand coordination was 
a marvel to witness.

Bill loved growing corn and soybeans.  He asked me if we could enter the state corn 
and soybean contests. I said, “Bill, you may enter them, but you CAN NOT have a 
contest plot where you pour on the fertilizer and plant 50,000 seeds/acre so you can 
win.  Nichols Farms do not show pampered fuzzy haired cattle and we aren’t going to 
raise “hot house” crops.” Well... Bill entered 80 - 240 acre fields and seldom placed 
below third. Once he won the ‘big one’ with a yield of 306 bushels of corn per acre.

Bill was intelligent and very well read on a multitude of subjects. Nichols Farms 
have participated in over 25 complex research projects with the best universities and 
scientists in the world.  Bill never had a problem understanding the protocols, Expected 
Progeny Differences and Standard Errors.  In fact he savored it.

Bill’s greatest love was reserved for family.  His love was coupled with patience and 
his priorities were always about them, not himself. In my 33 years with him, I’ve never 
heard him speak ill of his wife, Nancy, not even once.                       — by	Dave	Nichols

Cowboys
     You Can 

     Count On
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N i c h o l s  F a r m s
Superior Beef Genetics

------------------------------------- IOWA

---------------------- NORTH CAROLINA

----------------------------------ILLINOIS

------------------------------- MISSOURI

----------------------------- WISCONSIN

2188 Clay Ave. - Bridgewater, IA 50837
office ........................................ 641-369-2829
website ........................ www.nicholsfarms.biz

5607 Mosley Ave. - Clinton, NC 28328
cell ........................................... 910-385-5260
email ......................beefman@centurylink.net

9969 St. Route 3 - Red Bud, IL 62278
cell ........................................... 618-980-2262
email ................................ wcangus@aol.com

61 NW 80th Lane - Lamar, MO 64756
Russ Massa ............................. 417-214-0290
email ...................... russmassa@hotmail.com
website ........................www.nicholsbulls.com

349 Hwy M - Coloma, WI 54930
office ........................................ 608-339-9869
email ...........................bula9696@yahoo.com

For Sale: Superior Beef Genetics
from :  Nichols Farms -  Iowa
	 	 Angus	-	Simmental	-	Composites    
	 ✦		35 Purebred Simmental open yearling heifers........................................$1500
 ✦		65 Purebred Angus open yearling heifers........................................ $1500
 ✦		100 Yearling Bulls .......................................................................see page 6
 	

from :  Nichols Farms -  Missouri
Angus	-	Simmental	-	Composites
	 ✦		24 Yearling Nichols Bulls .......................................................... see page 3

from :  Nichols Farms -  Wisconsin
	 	 Angus	-	Simmental	-	Composites

	 ✦	 50 Yearling Nichols Bulls ......................................................... see page 3

from :  Nichols Genetic Source Partners 
 ✦		40 Composite bred heifers - Nichols bulls ultra-sound due dates (IA) ... $2000 
 ✦	 50 Composite first calf cow/calf pairs calves by Nichols Bulls (IA).............. call  
 ✦ Check out the full listing at— www.nicholsfarms.biz

Buying or Selling Your 

Cattle?   We can help!

Call-- Ross Havens 
office: 641-369-2829

cell: 641-745-5241
rossh@nicholsfarms.biz

Fletcher Nichols 
is a key member of 
the team at Nichols 
Farms.
  After attending 
Northwest Missouri 
State and Iowa State 
he worked for the 
Las Lilas Division 

of Comega in  Argentina, South America. 
   Upon his return, he worked at Nichols 
Farms before establishing Jordan Creek 
Simmentals. Then he became managing 
partner of SueAnn Fletcher Nichols LCC. 
    His cattle at Jordan Creek and Sue Ann 
Fletcher Nichols were very successful 
in both the show arena and auction ring. 
 His responsibilities at Nichols Farms 
include the feeding and care of the bulls 
on daily gain test, the herd bulls, and the 
replacement  heifers. 
 Fletcher spends a good deal of time 
in the large 4/wheel tractor packing our  
8,000 tons of silage. In the spring he tills 
the soil for planting corn, soybeans, oats 
and alfalfa.

Bill Antisdel
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from Warren Varley, Stuart IA

   My daughter, Millie, with her trophy-
winning, Nichols-sired calves, from the 
Adair County fair with the champion 
rate-of-gain pen, the champion carcass/
performance contest pen, and the champion 
carcass/performance contest individual.  
 Thanks Nichols Farms!

from Greg Henderson, Lenexa KS
 Dave: Sorry I didn’t get to visit with 
you at NCBA. I heard your address to the 
Cattlemen’s College was well received.
 Our February Drovers Journal issue has 
the story about Hibbs Farm Beef on page 
18. I am forwarding additional copies to 
you today, and I will send some copies to 
the Hibbs.

from Christy Hibbs, Albion IA
 Thank you so very much Dave Nichols, 
Nichols Farms and Ross Havens for the 
kind promotion from the American Angus 
Association and I Am Angus on RFDTV!  
 We appreciate it so much!!! Look for a 
short feature of The Market in Albion, IA 
sometime in February on RFDTV!!!

from Leann Tibken, Iowa State Arm-
strong and Neely-Kinyon Research Farms
 Dave & Ross, Thanks so much for the 
steak supper and inviting me to attend your 
meeting with the University of West Vir-
ginia Students at the Redwood.  By the end 
of the night I was ready to buy a bull, then 
I remembered I don’t have any cows. Might 
have to remedy that!

from Bill Northey,  Iowa Secretary of 
Agriculture
Dave & Team, Congratulations on being 
named Master Farmers! Well-Deserved. 

LETTERS 
from youby Ronda Driskill 

Livestock	Feed	
Specialist	
ADM	Alliance	
Nutrition,	Inc

Due to tall fescue’s (Kentucky 31) 
ease of establishment, wide range of 
adaptation and tolerance to drought 
and heat, it was seeded in pastures 

primarily in the Midwest and Eastern 
US in the 1950s and 1960s.  A fungus, 
which resides in the plant itself, nega-
tively impacts calf weaning weights, 
cow milk production and reproduction. 
One source estimates a nursing calf on 
endophyte-infected pasture forfeits as 
much as 72 lb of weight gain. 
 To date, tall fescue has been planted 
across an estimated 35 million acres. 
The problems associated with endo-
phyte-infected fescue pastures have 
plagued cattle for years. Total eradi-
cation of fescue is neither realistic nor 
practical; however, endophyte’s nega-
tive impact on production can be mini-
mized through management practices 
and nutritional strategies. Forage man-
agement practices include clipping pas-
tures to prevent seed head formation, 
inter-seeding companion forages in fes-
cue pastures and diluting the amount of 
fescue consumed by providing another 
forage source. 

Nutritional Support Vital 
For Cattle on Tall Fescue

 Nutritional strategies center on sup-
plementation to not only bridge the nu-
tritional gap between what fescue pro-
vides and what a cow needs, but also to 
provide key substances proven to have 
a positive effect on cattle consuming 
endophyte-infected fescue forages.
 The development of Endo-Fighter® 
Beef Minerals gives producers another 
management tool to help combat the 
negative effects of endophyte-infected 
tall fescue.  The ingredients in Endo-
Fighter help dissipate body heat, support 
rumen function, help combat toxins in 
the digestive tract, and provide immune 
system support.  These combined ben-
efits help keep reproduction on track and 
enable cattle to gain more weight while 
grazing fescue.  In research trials, cows 
consuming Endo-Fighter Beef Miner-
als gained 59 lb more than controls and 
weaning weights increased by 67 lb for 
steers and 49 lb for heifers compared 
with control calves.
  Increased grazing behavior was also 
observed for cattle on Endo-Fighter 
Beef Minerals. Lower body tempera-
tures (40% lower) were also recorded 
for Endo-Fighter supplemented cattle.  
CitriStim® is included as a compo-
nent of Endo-Fighter for its positive 
impact on gut health. Also included 
in the Endo-Fighter package are com-
plexed trace minerals for better ab-
sorption and natural-source vitamin 
E for its role in immune function. 
Various medication options are avail-
able, along with methoprene (an insect 
growth regulator to help control horn 
fly populations).
*Endo-Fighter	and	CitriStim	are	registered	
trademarks	of	Archer	Daniels	Midland	
Company

Nichols Stout and Steadfast Rank 2nd and 3rd in Feedlot Efficiency in Angus

 +6.2 +60   +19   +132    +.41      +12   +$84  +$62

				BW	 	WW						MM					YRL					RADG							$W								$F							$B

 +4.2 +57   +19   +129    +.41      +18  +$80  +$81

		 BW	 WW						MM					YRL					RADG						$W								$F							$B



2188 Clay Avenue
Bridgewater, Iowa  50837-8047

Nichols Bull Barn:  641-369-2829
www.nicholsfarms.biz

Nichols Farms  Private Treaty Bull Sale

Sale Bull Catalog and Directions
www.nicholsfarms.biz

Bulls For Sale
u  PB ANGUS  
u  PB SIMMENTAL 
u  NIchoLS SX-1 hybrid 
u  NIchoLS DX-1 hybrid 
u  NIchoLS DSX-2 composite 

$100 off each bull if you pick them up 
Pick up your Bull(s) when you need them

Good - $2750  Better - $3250  Best - $3750

“Large or small, old or new - Nichols customers are our 
friends, and can expect the same level of performance and 
service from our bulls and our team. Come take a look at the 
very best beef genetics and experience the benefits of being a 
part of the Nichols family.”   — Dave Nichols                                                 

  Superior Beef Genetics

Call Us Anytime --
Bull Barn: 641-369-2829
2188 Clay Avenue 
Bridgewater, Iowa 50837


